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1. Name

" received

historic Rgsenwald_Ap_ar;menf Building

2. Location

sireet & number 47th & Michigan Avenue —— not for publication

city, town - Chicago . vicinity of congressional distriet  x¢
state Illinois _code (12 county N code 31
N - o - : ’ : ’

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status : Present Use = - _

-—. district . X pubtic —X_ occupied — agriculture . — museum

~—X building(s) _.__ private © —w— UNOCcUpied commercial — park

— Sttucturzs —_toth ——werk In progross — sdugatinpal — private rasidenen

——— §ite Public Acquisition Accessibie e entertalnment ... refigious

. object —— in process - X_yes: restricted -— government — scientific _
-~ being considered ——— Y@S§: unrestricted ——— inctustrial —- tratisportation

‘NIA —_no : ——— military - L. other:

4. Owner of Property
name City of Chicago - Chicaéo Department_atunban_am

street & number - 320 North Clark Street

city, town Chicago ' —— vicinity of __state T1linois 60610

3. Location of Legal .D.e;sc'ription_.. |

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Office of't_he_Record'ezr of Deeds of Coock County

street & number ) | 118 North Cla]fk '

city, town Chicago , o I. state | illinois 60602
6. Representation in Existing Surveys |

~ Register of the Commission of Chicago .y rmr" -
titte Historical & Architectural Landmear-Jais property been determi elegible? . _yes _X no
Cate on-going o . ——federal ___state —county _X_ local

de'péaim tor survey records Office of The -Con;m.i.ssgﬁg._

ey,town  Chicago -
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2. Inventory of Historic Structures in Chicago-Grand Boulevard,
I1lincis Hisworic Structures Survey, April 1875
IL.Dept. of Conservation, Historic Sites Division
Springfield, IL Not determined eligible
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77 Description

—~ondition . Check one - Check ono

- excellent __ deteriorated ____unaltered - __X original site -
- good —_ruins _X_. altered _._moved date
X fair —— unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartment Building was developed in 1929.
The main building consists of a five story and English basement, oil
and gas fired steam heated, brick walk-up apartment building . .. .

of fire resistive cunstruction, The building was originally designed
for 16 stores. and 421 apartments. Presently the building has 418 apart-

ments (two apartments converted into a nursery school facility) and
14 stores (two tenants have double stores). o

The exterior of the structure has a concrete foundation, concrete
columns and floor slabs and a flat roof with face brick penthouses at
the stair-heads. The windows are double hung wood sash with wood and
iron screens and tile coping at sills. At the basement openings the
windows are wood casement with wrought iron gratings. :

Tncorsorated within the overall design concept of the Michigan Boule-
vard Garden Apartments was an older masonry-apartment:building that
is located within the same block. ' It was built in 1901-06 of frame
construction and was acquired as an integral part to round out. the
block that encompasses the housing project. ¢his*structure.is three
stories high and contains 33 units. ' ' S '
The total complex primarily covers the perimeter of the gite withh an
interior landscaped courtyard. Access to the courtyard is via six
archways that can be closed by use of manually operated folding metal
gates. Entrance can be gained to the apartments from the surrounding
streets or from the courtyard via a network of concrete sidewalks.
There are a total of 29 entrances. ' ' : P R

LT

The street entrances have imitation-granite=steps,,w;ought.iron bani-
sters and single wood and glass outer doors. The vestibules have

brick walls, terrazzo floors, mail boxes,'incandescent'1ighting and :
wood and glass inner doors. This courtyard is landscaped with numer-
ous mature trees, concrete walks, park benches and playground equip-

ment.

The stair-halls each extend from the basement to the roof and are of
steel construction. The floors are terrazio, ceilings are plastered
and the walls are tiled. Entrance doors to the units are steel. The

railings are of wood and wrought iron construction.
The'typicalnapartment anit has concrete base floors, finighEd oak
parquetry floors, plastered walls and ceilings, two c¢ast iron radi-
ators, electrical outlets at the baseboard, metal doors and one en=
trance per apartment. :
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Inspection of the building shows that it is structurally sound with the
exterior and the semi-public spaces virtually intact as designed and
built. Maintenance is presently needed to help upgrade the condition _
of the building's roof, window sills and sashes. There is also improve-
ment needed in the brick tuckpoint work.

The building complex is well designed and is presently in reasonably
sound condition. There have not been any major changes or renovations
to the building which would lessen its physical integrity since its date
of construction. '




F - 8. " Significance

1

1

-

i Perind Areas of Significance—Check and justify below '

: —- prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric _X_ community planning . landscape architecture_____ religion

! ~ 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —— conservation —— law : —— Sclence

— 1500-1589 . ____ agricuiture —..economics — IHerature —— sculpture
—1600-1699 _X_ architécture — education —— military =X . social/

! —1700-1799 __ ant —— engineering — music humanitarian
}_ —- 18001899 ____ commerce —— exploration/settiement ____ philosophy - theater

! —X 1g00- —— communications — industry ——- politics/government  ____ transportation
' S : " . invention ' ~X_ other (specify)
5 ' : __ SITE_ DEVELOPME
ff Specificdates 1929 = | Bullder/Architect  prnest Grunsfeld ¢ Jr.

| Statement of Significance {in one paragraph} _ _
Rosenwald Apartment Building =~ Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments

The Michigan Boulevard Garden Apaftments were developed in 1929 under the
auspices of Chicago philanthropist Julius Rosenwald. '

Born in Springfield, Illinois, he became a merchant fh'New.York,City
and later in Chicago. : '

Through his business ingenuity, he was able to acquire 40% percent of
the Sears, Roebuck & Co. stock. During the many years of his affluence
as the head of Sears, he was a constant contributor to civil causes.

He was a trustee of the University of Chicago and a longtime board
‘member of Hull House. He also founded the Museum of' Science’' and In~
dustry., However, his greatest contributions were to black causes.
Collaborating with Booker T. Washington,'he contributed to the con-

- struction of 5,357 public schools, shops and faculty housing for Negroes
in the South, o - R

Becoming a merchant, financier and pPhilanthropist he paid great atten-
tion to the municipal housing projects.while vigiting Vienna. - Realizing
a shortage of sound housing for blacks and wanting to demonstrate that
private investment could be attracted to such projects, he had his
‘nephew Ernest Grunsfeld, Jr. design and plan for such a project in -
Chicago to house blacks, since there were few private and public concerns
for housing projects up to this time. - - Lo

The prototypes for the Michigan'Boulevatd Garden Apartments were the .
municipal housing projects in Vienna and Duncan House located in New York's
Harlem community. - - - ' o

- Rosenwald invested $2.7 million in the project but only 2.4% percent

was earned on the investment during the first seven years. This was

not enough of course to attract private capital. Aas a result, many

felt that the Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments were not as success-
ful as Rosenwald anticipated. - However, through the.years, this housing -
complex was to become a model for many to follow. - -~ =~ . E _
Architecturaily, the Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments are stgnificant.becgyse they
demonstrate the incorporation of a protected interior landscaped courtyard which -

. provides a common area for all residents having security, privacy, and necessary play.
areas for children. S ' ' '
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In 1373, the Chicago Department of Urban Renewal purchased the pProperty
and has since been responsible for its management. Efforts by the City
of Chicago to rehabilitate this exemplary housing development could be
immensely assisted by its nomination to list this complex in the
National Register of Historic Places, '

-There are few better examples of public housing projects in America which

can serve to demonstrate the dedication exhibited by various philanthro-

pists, government, and others in providing adequate housing for those
in need. :
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HORS ute oy

recelved B

j date

Rosenwald Apartment Building, Michigan ‘Boulevard Garden Apartments

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ' -

(verbal boundary description and justification)

L4

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Lots 5 thru 46 in Block 5 in Winston's Sﬁbdivision of the South 34 acres of the
- 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of Section 3, Township 38 North, Range 14 East of the

3zd P.M. in Cook County, Tllinois.

ALEQ

Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the Resubdivision of Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 in Block § in
Winston's Subdivision of the So. 34 acres of the W 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of

Section 3, aforesaid.

ALSO

All of the North-South 20 ft. vacated alley extending thru Block 5 in

Winston's subdivision, aforesaid.

Said alley vacated by ordinance passed
Dec. 19, 1928 and recorded Jan. 10, 1829 as Doc. 10254237,
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Devereux Bowly, Jr., The Poorhouse: Subsidized Hous:mg in Chicago, 1895-
1976. Copyright 1978 by Southern Illinois University Press and Ferfer and
Simons, Inc. Philpott, Thomas Lee, The Slum and the Ghetto: Copyright
1978 by Oxford University Press, Inc.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _four (4) ACRES +

- Quadrangle nameg'ACKﬂW PARK t1-L .- ND. _ o Quadrangte scaie /:5{4&90_0
UMT References Sl _ o :
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. Verbal boundaw description and justification N

‘See continuation sheet, . = e

List ajl states and counties for properties overiapping state or county houmlaﬂés

state code county : . code

state code county : code :

11. Form Prepared By

nammue Gilbert J. Cataldo, cOnum.ssioner,

organjzatlon Department of Houszl.ng, City of Chicagr March 17, 1981

street-& number 320 North Clark Street . teiephom (312} 744~8510 |
styortown  Chicago oo state I1linois - 60610

12.. State Historic Preservatmn Offlcer cgrtlﬁcatlon

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national X state  _ _locsl :
As the designatéd State Historlc Preservation Off iil or the Nationat I-Hstarie«l'rmrvaﬂon -Atct.of 1965(?@“:: Law 89—

665}, | hereby nominate this property for inclusic 8 National H fister and certify that it has béen evaluated
accordirj to tha criteria and procedures set iort &\ wEtvation and Recm’ﬂon Senrlu
. State  Fi\toric Preservation Officer signature 9 Ty

s elogy £0). Dﬂﬁ 2 M mﬂ,‘/?’/ y

: For HCRS use only -
| hersby certity that this propeny is included iri the Natinnal Register :

‘ date
. Keeper of the National Reglster '

Attest :
. Chief of Regislratlon'
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ILLINOIS
STATE o

Date Enterea MG I3 1981

e T Y

Pulaski Park and -Fi’eldhuuse'_ '

| Muo Notiffeda -

Honorable Charles H. -Pezcy
. Honorable Alan Dixon S
Vo '~ - Honorable Harold Washing:on'-"
L Honorable Dan- Rostenkmki o

Far further infomat:ian, please call t.he National Regi.ster at {202)?-64@-504




